Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea follows perioperative prophylaxis with cefoxitin.
Clostridium difficile-associated diarrhea during prolonged therapy of obstetric and gynecologic infections is known to occur with use of all classes of antibiotics except vancomycin and the aminoglycosides. We present 11 cases of C. difficile-associated diarrhea which followed a short course of perioperative prophylaxis with cefoxitin during a 1-year period. Nine of the cases of C. difficile-associated diarrhea were among 162 women who received cefoxitin perioperative prophylaxis for cesarean section or hysterectomy, but none occurred in 85 women who received one of four other antibiotics for perioperative prophylaxis (p = 0.024, Fisher's exact test). The two other occurrences of C. difficile-associated diarrhea following perioperative prophylaxis with cefoxitin were in women who underwent exploratory laparotomy. We conclude that C. difficile-associated diarrhea is related to perioperative prophylaxis with cefoxitin.